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Defra Network Transparency Panel Meeting 17 May 2013.  

Agenda item 4 – Defra Network Transparency Vision
In the last Transparency Panel meeting, it was agreed that the Panel had a high level of ambition for the Defra Network’s contribution to the Government’s Open Data and Transparency agenda. This paper responds to Action 3, ‘Produce a manifesto in collaboration with Panel members.’

The Panel are asked to agree the wording of this vision.

Topics for consideration include:

· Should this vision cover both ‘information’ and ‘data’.  We received a comment that as we move up the hierarchy towards knowledge, we might seek to be less open.

· The Defra Network Open Data Strategy should not constrain the content of this vision, this document should set our approach for the future beyond the current Strategy timescale (to March 2014).

· In order to keep track on progress against this vision, how should we establish suitable metrics to allow us to measure success?

Defra Network Transparency Vision
The Defra Network:
· ...will become a leading contributor to the aims of public sector transparency (growth, accountability, public services improvement);
· ...will behave in line with our recognition that information and data paid for by the taxpayer belongs primarily to the taxpayer;
· ...believes that public sector information and data are the national infrastructure for the 21st Century and that re-use of these assets by others will deliver economic and social benefits;
· ...utilises the same information and data for our internal work that we share with society, building trust and awareness of our policies;
· ...believes informed citizens and businesses make smart choices, making our policies more effective;
· ...operates a culture of the ‘right to know’ rather than the ‘need to know’;
· ...publishes information and data quickly, improving its quality later, utilising metadata to ensure its quality is well understood by potential re-users

· ...is a responsible custodian of information and data, protecting sensitive and confidential information appropriately. We are mindful of our data protection obligations and will never treat personal data as open data;
· ...creates information and data with open sharing and discovery in mind. Sensitive information and data will be separated from open information. Information and data that is released will be in formats that make it easy to re-use and include supporting information to help appropriate re-use;
· ...uses the Government’s Open Data Principles
 as our practical guide to implementation of our vision.
� �HYPERLINK "http://www.data.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Public%20Data%20Principles_For%20Data.Gov%20%281%29.pdf"��data.gov.uk/Public Data Principles For Data.pdf�
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